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COVER:  Sketch  of  Rod  Freebairn-Smith  by  Maggie 
Baylis. 

The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  for  its  members.  Articles,  except  for  the  summa¬ 
ry  of  Board  of  Directors'  Motions,  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  official  position  of  the  Association  or  its 


Officers,  but  are  the  opinions  of  the  writers  of  the 
individual  signed  articles.  The  Association  can  take 
no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This  membership 
publication  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated 
without  written  permission. 
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EDITOR'S  DESK 


This  winter  we  said  goodbye  to  old  friends. 
Dwellers'  recollections  of  Maggie  Baylis  and 
Jack  Early  are  in  this  issue.  Mel  Figone,  the 
man  and  his  hardware  store  (the  last  store 
where  a  customer  could  buy  just  one  necessary 
nail),  no  longer  grace  North  Beach.  Nor  does 
Joe  Alioto  who  returned  from  the  Renaissance 
to  start  another  one.  All  shared  the  character¬ 
istic  of  being  distinctly  themselves,  leaving  us 
grateful  for  their  friendship  and  respectful  of 
thoroughly  lived  lives. 

Maggie  would  be  pleased  to  see  on  this 
issue's  cover  her  impression  of  a  young  Rod 
Freebairn-Smith  which  she  sketched— when? 
The  T-square  he  carries  helps  date  it,  his  affec¬ 
tion  for  the  Hill  unchanged  by  time.  At  San 
Francisco  Beautiful's  50th  Anniversary,  Rod 
was  honored  for  the  Vallejo  Stair  Gardens,  a 
plan  that  transformed  a  bleak  concrete  slope 
into  a  thriving  garden.  Rod  was  surprised  to  be 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)474-1750 

Res: (4 15)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 


called  from  the  dinner  table  at  THD's  February 
General  Membership  Meeting  to  accept  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  People  Who  Make  a 
Difference  Award  as  the  Definitive  Dedicated 
Dweller.  A  golden  heart  engraved  "with  heart¬ 
felt  thanks"  was  presented  to  Rod's  partner 
Janet  Crane  in  appreciation  for  her  support  of 
Rod's  decades  of  service  to  our  own,  and  other, 
San  Francisco  neighborhoods. 

After  several  years  as  The  Semaphore's 
advertising  manager,  Steve  Hord  has  opted  for 
a  consulting  role  to  support  Sheila  Black,  the 
new  advertising  manager.  THD  Vice  President 
Howard  Wong  will  temporarily  replace  Sheila 
as  chair  of  the  Parking  and  Traffic  Committee. 
People  who  know  Steve  will  join  me,  former 
editor  Clyde  Steiner,  and  THD's  Board  in 
thanking  him  for  long  service,  wishing  this 
world  traveler  many  more  wonderful  adven¬ 
tures. 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 
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SHOW  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SUPPORT 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 


(415)  433-2509  (415)  433-1818  Fax  (415)  433-7217 


4— V 


/ _ \ 


Matted  Ciuffheoa 
781-1063 

•zR-  ^Maktzucci  Sr  CL, 

■  INOC  1*04 
MANUrAOTUNINO 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


£4 


O. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 


Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship"  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


"★  ★  ★"  Michael  Bauer 
San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Resfauranl 
Dinner  •  lues-  Sal.  -  5:30  - 10:00 
2  3  3  0  Taylor  Si  &  Columbus 
Telephone  5  6  3  -  6  2  6  6 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER 


To  all  who  attended  the 
December  meeting  to  oppose 
renaming  Washington  Square 
Park,  many  thanks  to  those  who 
spoke  before  commissioners  on 
the  Recreation  and  Parks  plan¬ 
ning  committee  to  present  neigh¬ 
borhood  opposition.  Special 
thanks  also  to  members  who  were 
part  of  the  audience  to  show  their 
support  and  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted,  literally,  as  another  huge 
component  of  the  North  Beach- 
Telegraph  Hill  opposition  delega¬ 
tion.  Our  collective  voice  was 
heard  and  a  different  approach 
has  since  been  taken  to  determine 
an  appropriate  way  to  honor  our 
late  Mayor  and  North  Beach 
native,  Joe  Alioto.  This  occur¬ 
rence  was  just  one  of  many  in 
which  our  members  have  united 
in  support  of  THD  issues  during 
recent  months.  Your  faxes,  e- 
mails,  letters,  phone  calls,  public 
comments  and  in-person  appear¬ 
ances  promote  our  views  and 
enhance  our  credibility.  I'm  bet¬ 
ting  that  this  energy  continues. 

In  the  last  Semaphore,  I  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  discourse  on  the  bud¬ 
get  for  this  issue.  The  subject  of 
money  gives  me  writer's  block, 
but  I  will  attempt  to  tell  our  mem¬ 
bership  how  our  money  is  spent. 
Why  I  didn't  ask  our  Treasurer, 
Paul  Switzer,  to  do  this  is  a  puz¬ 
zlement. 

Our  budget  for  fiscal  year 
April  1,  1997  through  March  31, 
1998  estimated  total  income  of 
$17,400.00  from  advertising, 
contributions,  dues  and  interest. 


Through  the  end  of  January,  1998 
we  realized  income  of  $15,705.00 
which  is  slightly  ahead  of  target. 

A  budget  meeting  takes  place 
every  April  to  determine  how 
much  money  should  be  appropri¬ 
ated  to  various  elements.  The 
Semaphore,  our  largest  line  item 
expense,  currently  costs  $6,000 
annually  and  usually  increases 
every  year  due  to  rising  costs  of 
layout,  printing  and  postage.  In 
most  years,  we  have  been  able  to 
break  even  through  advertising 
revenue  and  hope  to  reach  that 
goal  in  the  current  fiscal  year.  We 
are  fortunate  to  have  the  best 
neighborhood  publication  in  the 
city. 

Our  next  largest  expense  is 
insurance,  for  which  we  budgeted 
$3,200.00  to  cover  premiums  for 
general  liability,  officers  and 
directors.  Through  the  efforts  of 
Paul  Switzer  and  the 
Administrative  Committee,  we 
have  reduced  this  year's  premi¬ 
ums  by  25%. 

$3,000.00  was  budgeted  for 
the  Social  Committee  which  has 
not  spent  half  that  amount  by 
drastically  reducing  production 
costs  of  invitations.  The  $5.00 
we  pay  for  cocktail  parties  helps 
Social's  budget  immensely. 

Each  committee  has  a  budget 
and  its  chair(s)  is  responsible  for 
judicious  use  of  the  appropriated 
funds.  I  assure  you  that  money  is 
not  spend  frivolously.  Since 
October,  the  board  has  twice 
revised  our  budget  to  increase  the 
allowance  for  the  Planning  and 


Zoning 
Committee 
which  has  a 
caseload  of 
overwhel  ming 
proportions. 

Few  people  real¬ 
ize  that  we  have 
expenses  for  messengers,  phone 
calls,  document  copying,  filing 
fees  and  other  research  costs. 
Additionally,  we  have  budget 
allowances  for  board  expenses, 
candidates'  night  during  election 
years,  community  relations,  the 
President's  fund,  and  the  unex¬ 
pected. 

Next  time  you  receive  a  post¬ 
card  from  THD,  think  about  the 
fact  that  the  postage  for  that  mail¬ 
ing  cost  $  1 20.00,  and  that  we  now 
find  it  necessary  to  mail  cards 
with  increasing  frequency  to  keep 
our  membership  informed  about 
issues  requiring  immediate 
action.  Recent  examples:  cards 
asking  members  to  attend  meet¬ 
ings  opposing  the  Alta 
Street/Marchant  Garden  project, 
the  renaming  of  Washington 
Square,  and  the  Rite  Aid/Pagoda 
Theatre  project.  Postage  on  fliers 
costs  $192.00. 

The  THD  board  and  commit¬ 
tee  chairs  take  fiscal  responsibili¬ 
ty  very  seriously.  At  board  meet¬ 
ings,  all  non-budgeted  expense 
requests  are  voted  upon  after  dis¬ 
cussion,  and  after  input  from  our 
Treasurer.  Questions  and  com¬ 
ments  from  members  about  our 
budget  are  welcome,  as  are  dona¬ 
tions. 


The  President, 

Gerry  Crowley 
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THD  BOARD  RESOLUTIONS 


November  11,  1997 

The  Board  discussed  and  approved  the  following 
motions: 

THD  shall  move  forward  to  prepare  and  file  a 
Discretionary  Review  (DR)  on  the  proposed  alter¬ 
ations  at  391  Filbert  Street.  The  DR  will  be  circu¬ 
lated  to  any  Board  members  who  request  a  copy, 
and  an  attempt  to  express  THD's  concerns  to  the 
project  applicant  or  the  applicant's  representative 
shall  be  made  prior  to  filing  said  DR  with  the  City. 
The  filing  fees  for  the  DR  shall  be  raised  privately. 
THD  shall  appeal  the  Landmarks  Board's  decision 
to  approve  a  Certificate  of  Appropriateness  to  the 


Planning  Commission  and/or  Board  of  Appeals  or 
the  appropriate  City  body. 

THD  will  spend  the  following:  $40.00  con¬ 
tribution  to  to  Tel  Hi's  Holiday  Book  Drive  for 
children.  $50.00  dues  to  S.  F.  Neighborhood 
Alliance. 


December,  1997 

The  Board  does  not  meet  in  December. 

January  13,  1998 
No  motions  passed. 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS 
TO  THD'S  BY-LAWS 

The  following  amendments 
are  proposed  for  adoption  at 
the  General  Membership 
Meeting  on  April  13: 

Article  VI.  Duties  of  Officers. 
Checks  for  amounts  equal  to 
or  greater  than  five  hundred 
dollars  ($500.00)  shall  be 
signed  by  any  two  (2)  of  the 
following  officers:  president, 
vice-president,  treasurer  or 
financial  secretary.  Checks 
for  amounts  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500.00) 
shall  be  signed  by  any  one  of 
the  above  named  officers. 
Historian.  The  historian  shall 
collect  and  preserve  the  min¬ 
utes  of  board  of  directors  and 


general  membership  meetings, 
official  correspondence  and 
membership  records;  keep  a 
record  of  officers,  directors, 
committees  and  their  chair¬ 
men;  be  responsible  for  keep¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  the  orga¬ 
nization’s  historical  files;  and 
shall  submit  an  annual  written 
report  (compiled  from  the 
minutes  and  committee 
reports  of  previous  years, 
summarizing  actions  taken 
and  policies  established  by  the 
organization)  to  be  presented 
to  each  newly  elected  officer 
and  director  at  the  annual 
meeting  and  appended  to  the 
minutes  of  that  meeting,  in 
order  to  provide  an  historical 
continuity  of  background 
upon  which  to  base  action  for 
current  problems.  These 


changes  are  to  a)  change 
check  signing  authority  to  cur¬ 
rent  practice  as  approved  by 
the  board,  and  b)  clarify  what 
records  the  Historian  should 
retain. 

Article  VIII.  Meetings. 
Section  2.  Board  of  Directors 
Meetings.  Regular  meetings 
of  the  board  of  directors  shall 
be  held  at  least  eight  (8)  times 
in  each  fiscal  year  upon  seven 
(7)  days  written  notice  of  such 
meetings  to  all  board  mem¬ 
bers.  Special  meetings  of  the 
board  of  directors  may  be  held 
upon  three  (3)  days  written 
notice  to  all  board  members. 
This  change  is  to  reflect  cur¬ 
rent  practice  that  we  do  not 
hold  more  than  ten  board 
meetings  each  year. 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 


By  June  Fraps 

Welcome  to  New  Members 


Welcome  to  the  members  who  have  joined  since 
the  publication  of  the  last  Semaphore: 
Frederick  Allardyce,  Henrik  Rasmussen  and 
Bruce  Benzler,  Diana  Blank,  Armand  Blasi,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Martin  Brotman,  Linda  Cahill, 
Caroline  Capitano,  Lance  Carnes,  Julie  Evans 
Chanter,  Hanna  Chedyak,  Pamela  Mooney  and 


Anthony  Conroy,  Susan  Dean,  Niki 
Goldsborough,  Reed  Hearon,  Gillian  Judge  and 
Mike  Hogan,  Roseanne  Hoo,  Claire  McGhee, 
Lori  and  Kevin  McGovern,  Yasmine  Mehmet, 
Kyle  Minor  and  Christopher  Myers,  Robert 
Patmont,  Dan  and  Josette  Reilly,  Edgar  Ross, 
John  Sanger,  Margaret  Sletteland,  Barbara 
Stauffacher  Solomon,  Roger  Strobel,  Mikkel 
Aaland  and  Rebecca  Taggart,  and  Leslie 
Vestrich. 


SOCIAL  NEWS 


By  Billie  Atlas  and  Terry 
Bertrand 

THD'ers  in  great  numbers  and 
in  good  cheer  celebrated  the  holi¬ 
days  at  our  traditional  fete  atop 
Telegraph  Hill's  renowned  Julius 
Castle.  The  buffet  spread  was,  as 
usual,  bountiful  and  delicious; 
The  views  breathtaking;  the  ser¬ 
vice  friendly  and  efficient,  and  the 
warm  camaraderie  supported  the 
Hill's  reputation  as  the  friendliest 
neighborhood  in  San  Francisco. 


Again,  our  thanks  to  Jeffrey 
Pollack  for  hosting  this  event. 

LoCoco's  Restaurant  was 
filled  to  capacity  last  November  as 
Dwellers  enjoyed  a  tasty  Sicilian 
repast  (despite  a  few  glitches  in 
the  service),  and  warmly  wel¬ 
comed  travel  writer  and  member 
Larry  Habegger  who  read  exceipts 
from  his  "Travelers  Tales"  series. 
The  dinner  was  preceded  by  a 
cocktail  party  at  Malvina's. 

Rod  Freebairn-Smith  was 
honored  at  the  February  9  mem¬ 


bership  dinner  meeting  at  Caesar's 
Restaurant.  The  guest  speaker 
was  the  acclaimed  neighborhood 
activist  Stephen  Williams  who  dis¬ 
cussed  the  lawsuit  he  initiated  in 
Superior  Court  to  force  San 
Francisco's  Planning  Department 
to  comply  with  its  own  guidelines. 

Upcoming:  The  April  13  General 
Membership  Meeting  and  Election 
of  Officers.  The  location  will  be 
announced  by  postcard  invitation. 


This  Spring,  Become  a  NERT — It’s  Free,  It’s  Easy,  It’s  Local 


Yes,  you’d  like  to  forget  that 
earthquakes  DO  occur  in 
California,  and  it’s  nice  to  think 
that  “they”  are  ready  to  cope  with 
such  disasters.  But  when  you  call 
911,  it’s  quite  possible  “they”  will 
be  unable  to  help  and  you’ll  be  on 
your  own. 

Preparation  for  an  earthquake 
is  really  up  to  you,  and  this  spring, 
it  couldn’t  be  easier.  A 


Neighborhood  Emergency 

Response  Team  (NERT)  class 
starts  at  Francisco  Middle  School, 
Powell  and  Francisco,  Monday, 
March  16. 

The  San  Francisco  Fire 
Department’s  NERT  training  will 
help  you  to  be  self-sufficient  when 
the  time  comes.  You’ll  learn  what 
to  do,  what  not  to  do,  what  you  can 
do  to  prepare  ahead  of  time,  and 


how  to  work  with  your  neighbors 
to  cope  with  catastrophe. 

The  NERT  class  is  free  — 
call  NERT  headquarters  (558- 
3459)  to  sign  up  for  the  six  2-hour 
sessions. 


NERT  Training  Class 
Francisco  Middle  School 
Starts  Monday,  March  16 
Call  558-3459  to  sign  up. 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


By  Nancy  Shanahan  and 
Aaron  Peskin 

The  P  &  Z  Committee  meets 
monthly  on  last  Wednesdays: 

call  986-7070 

PROJECTS  IN  THE 

TELEGRAPH  HILL 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT 

1.  Grace  Marchant  Garden/ 
Alta  Street  Condo  Develop¬ 
ment  (20-30  Alta).  Although 
the  developers  threatened  to 
return  with  a  proposal  to  subdi¬ 
vide  the  property  into  two 
parcels  and  put  a  building  in  the 
Grace  Marchant  Garden,  they 
have  yet  to  make  any  new  pro¬ 


posals.  We  will  keep  everyone 
posted  regarding  the  developers 
next  move. 

2.  290  Union  Street.  As 

reported  in  the  last  issue,  the 
project  proponents  have  revised 
their  plans  with  input  from  a 
historic  preservation  architect. 
Revised  plans  were  reviewed  by 
the  Landmarks  Preservation 
Advisory  Board  and  recom¬ 
mended  for  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness.  After  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  surrounding 
neighbors  THD  gave  its  support 
for  the  revised  project  with  the 
condition  that  the  preservation 
architect  who  prepared  them  be 
retained  to  review  the  final 
working  drawings 
and  observe  the 
work  during  con¬ 
struction  to  ensure 
conformance  with 
the  final  plans.  The 
case  was  heard  by 
the  Planning 

Commission  in 
February. 

3.  1304  Mont¬ 

gomery  Street. 

THD  successfully 
appealed  the 

Landmarks  Board's 
decision  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  granting 
of  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  for 
this  major  alteration 
of  a  building  in  the 
Historic  District  (to 


include  the  addition  of  a  con¬ 
crete  surface  with  a  metal  and 
glass  front).  The  Planning 
Commission  heard  the  appeal 
and  agreed  with  THD  that  the 
proposed  alterations  conflicted 
with  the  provisions  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Historic  District 
Ordinance.  The  ordinance 
encourages,  among  other  things, 
the  use  of  wooden  materials 
over  metal  and  stucco.  The 
Planning  Commission  approved 
the  project  with  the  requirement 
that  wood  be  used  instead  of  the 
metal  and  concrete  materials 
proposed. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTH 

BEACH  NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL  DISTRICT 

1.  Rite  Aid  (Payless/Thrifty) 
24-Hour  chain  store  in  the 
Pagoda  Palace  Theater  (1741 
Powell).  The  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers,  along  with  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  North  Beach  Neighbors  and 
Russian  Hill  Neighbors  contin¬ 
ue  to  oppose  this  proposed  chain 
drug  store  on  Washington 
Square.  Rite  Aid  is  expected  to 
submit  a  new  request  for  a 
Conditional  Use  Authorization 
from  the  Planning  Commission. 
If  you  are  interested  in  this  pro¬ 
ject  please  let  us  know. 

2.  North  Beach  Garage  (735 
Vallejo  Street).  The  City's 
Parking  Authority  continues  to 


This  may  be  your  last 
Semaphore 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  12/1/97  or 
earlier,  your  membership  has 
lapsed  and  we  hope  you’ll  rectify 
that  situation  with  a  check.  If  you 
think  our  records  are  incorrect  or 
you  are  in  doubt  about  your 
membership  status,  please  call 
June  Fraps,  392- 1  1 87,  or  drop  a 
note  to  THD,  Membership,  PO  Box 
330 1 59,  San  Francisco  CA  94 1 33. 
We  want  to  keep  you  with  us! 


continued  on  page  22 
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ST.  FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI  CHURCH  REOPENS 


San  Francisco's  first  parish  church  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  the  corner  of  Vallejo  Street  and  Columbus 
Avenue  in  1849.  Its  facade  survived  the  '06  quake, 
but  the  church  didn't  survive  downsizing  and  was 
closed  July  1,  1994.  With  approval  of  San 
Francisco's  Catholic  Archbishop,  Franciscan  Friars 
have  reopened  it  as  a  national  Shrine  of  St.  Francis 
of  Assisi,  the  only  major  shrine  of  its  kind  outside 
of  our  sister  city,  Assisi,  Italy. 

An  ecumenical  site  for  visitors  of  any  (or  no) 
religious  affiliation,  the  shrine  will  be  open  daily  as 
a  center  for  encounter  and  dialogue  through  lec¬ 
tures,  discussion  groups,  concerts,  exhibits,  medita¬ 
tion  and  prayer.  Schedules  and  changing  events 
will  be  announced. 

The  dramatic  opening  exhibit,  now  on  display 
until  Easter,  was  created  by  local  artist  Harriet 
Moore;  her  large  paintings  and  sculptures  depict 
scenes  from  Dante's  Divine  Comedy.  When  you 
come  in  to  see  the  exhibit,  please  extend  a  warm 
North  Beach  welcome  to  the  Friars  who  have 
worked  hard  to  restore  and  reopen  this  landmark. 

COIT  TOWER  PIONEER  PARK 
REFORESTATION  PROJECT 

The  Informational  Notice  below  was  received 
from  Dan  McKenna  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department's  Reforestation  Program.  By  the  time 

YOU  READ  THIS ,  THE  TREES  MENTIONED  SHOULD  HAVE 
BEEN  REMOVED  FROM  THE  EAST  SIDE  OF  PIONEER  PARK. 

Their  removal  was  not  at  the  request  of,  nor  is  a 

PART  OF,  THE  PIONEER  PARK  PROJECT.  HOWEVER,  PRO¬ 
JECT  VOLUNTEERS  WILL  BE  WORKING  WITH  REC  &  PARK 
TO  HELP  RESTORE  THE  AFFECTED  AREA  AND  THE  NEW 
VEGETATION  WAS  SELECTED  IN  COORDINATION  WITH  PRO¬ 
JECT  PLANS.  J.  Christensen. 

As  part  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department's 
Reforestation  Program  nine  large  Blue  Gum 
Eucalyptus  trees  and  one  Monterey  Pine  tree  have 
been  removed  and  replaced  on  the  eastern  boundary 


City  and  state  landmark  now  National  Shrine  to  San  Francisco  s 
patron  saint.  Photo  by  Bernhard  Gallan 


of  Pioneer  Park.  The  project  commenced  February 
24  and  will  be  completed  within  thirty  days.  Over  30 
new  trees  will  be  planted  in  their  place. 

This  project  removed  hazardous  trees  and 
replaced  them  with  both  California  Coastal  Live 
Oaks  and  Arbutus  "Marina"  a  close  relative  to  the 
native  Madrone  tree.  These  new  trees  will  provide 
both  habitat  for  birds  and  squirrels  as  well  as  restor¬ 
ing  the  natural  beauty  of  this  significant  landscape. 
The  community  is  scheduling  a  work  party  to  plant  a 
new  landscaping  in  this  once  overgrown  section  of 
the  Park  during  March.  If  you  would  like  to  help 
contact  Ms.  Julie  Christensen  at  552-7774. 

If  you  should  have  any  questions  about  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department's  Reforestation 
Program  please  call  Mr.  Dan  McKenna  at  753-7041. 
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N.  I.  C.  E.  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Good  Tidings  and  Great  Joy 


by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

December  brought  good 
tidings  to  several  N.I.C.E. 
Award  recipients.  Certificates 
of  Appreciation  were  present¬ 
ed  to  the  following: 

Green  Thumbers  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderlini  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Norivitt.  Heritage  of  the 
Hill  awardee  Hermon  Baker  of 
Yoni’s,  the  bead  store. 
Our  Very  Nice  Neighbor  is 
Antonio  Espinal. 

Our  committee's  festive 
Caroling  Party  was  attended 
by  gusting  winds  that  chal¬ 
lenged  the  candles  but  not  car¬ 
olers.  Accompanied  by  Sara 
Gregory  on  the  auto  harp, 
singers  delighted  listeners  at 
stops  along  Grant,  Green  and 
Stockton.  Dwellers  Caroline 
Capitano,  Suzanne  Nelson, 
Tom  and  Kate  Whalen,  Joan 
Wood,  Howard  Wong  and 
Dawne  Bernhardt  were  joined 
by  friends  Niki 

Goldsborough,  Jean  Mullis, 
Jon  and  Lisa  Nelson,  Fanny 
Renoir,  Lani  Chun,  John  E. 
Myers  and  Santa  Claus! 
Could  that  have  been  new 
THD'er  Armand  Blafi  with  red 
suit,  beard,  and  hearty  Ho  Ho 
Ho?  Many  thanks,  Santa 
Armand;  come  again  next 
year.  Thanks  also  to  the 
Washington  Square  Inn  for 
wine  and  cookies,  a  delicious 


end  to  a  delightful  evening. 

January  found  N.I.C.E. 
members  combining  their 
monthly  meeting  with  a  visit 
to  the  North  Beach  Branch 
Library  to  see  the  Beat  Writers 
Collection.  In  the  September 
1995  Semaphore,  Library 
Manager  Gardner  Haskell 
described  the  collection  which 
he  started  five  years  ago  by 
settins  aside  a  shelf  for  the 
Beats.  The  collection  has 
grown  td  over  240  reference 
books  by  or  about  "Beat 
Generation"  writers  and  is 
attracting  researchers  and 
scholars.  Gardner  Haskell  has 
been  selected  for  the  Very 
N.I.C.E.  Person  Award  for 
building  this  fine  collection, 
for  his  informative  Semaphore 
articles  and  interesting 
evening  programs  at  the 
library. 

February's  general  mem¬ 
bership  meeting  was  the  set¬ 
ting  for  THD's  prestigious 
People  Who  Make  A  Difference 
Award.  It  was  indeed  a  great 
joy  for  all  of  us  to  recognize 
and  congratulate  Rod 
Freebairn-Smith  as  the 
Definitive  Dedicated  Dweller. 

On  April  19  N.I.C.E.  will 
again  join  in  the  Citywide 
Clean  Sweep  Day.  How  about 
volunteering?  Dwellers  and 
friends  meet  at  9:30  at 
Washington  Square,  across 


from  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  church. 
Bring  gloves,  and  be  ready  to 
feel  good  about  joining  in. 
You  will  meet  other  neighbors 
who  care,  and  share  a  picnic 
potluck  when  the  work  is 
done.  Call  Dawne  at  982-3314. 

Dwellers  are  also  invited  to 
become  involved  in  the 
upcoming  Heritage  of  the  Hill 
Awards  which  recognize  estab¬ 
lishments  that  have,  for  20 
years  or  more,  preserved  the 
character  of  the  Hill.  Send 
your  recommendations  for 
bakeries  to  Susan  Calendar  at 
261  Filbert;  restaurants  to 
Howard  Wong  at  126 
Varennes;  cafes  and  coffee 
houses  to  Suzanne  Nelson  at 
25  Alta. 


Very  Nice  Neighbor 
Gardner  Haskell 

Thank  you  for  your  efforts  to 
make  the  North  Beach  Library 
reflective  of  our  community, 
capturing  the  flavor  of  the 
neighborhood  in  the  Beat 
Collection.  We  appreciate  your 
Semaphore  articles,  and  the 
many  fine  library  events  you 
have  planned  for  us. 
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PEOPLE  WHO  MAKE  A 
DIFFERENCE  AWARD: 

ROD  FREEBAIRN-SMITH 

Reminiscent  letters  from  Dwellers,  past  and 
present  Presidents  among  them,  were  part  of  a 
200  page  album  acknowledging  Rod's  achieve¬ 
ments,  presented  to  him  with  an  award  certifi¬ 
cate  reading:  "In  recognition  and  grateful  appre¬ 
ciation  for  extraordinary  efforts  as  a  visionary 
architect  and  planner,  passionate  advocate  and 
persistent  activist.  You  have  inspired  others  to 
become  involved,  making  Telegraph  Hill  and 
San  Francisco  a  better  place  to  live,  improving, 
conserving  and  enhancing  the  urban  environ¬ 
ment  and  quality  of  life." 

For  example.  He  has  served  on  nine  THD 
Boards.  Consulted  with  six  San  Francisco 
Mayors  and  Boards  of  Supervisors.  He's 
presently  a  City  Art  Commissioner  and  chair  of 
the  Civic  Design  Committee.  He  chairs  the 
YMCA  Planning  Committee  and  is  on  the 
boards  of  the  Urban  School,  California  Crafts 
Museum  and  SPUR.  An  integral  part  of  the 
Pioneer  Park  Project  Design  team,  Rod  brings 
years  of  experience  as  architect,  urban  planner 
and  longtime  advocate  for  green  space. 

An  alumnus  of  Stanford's  architecture 
school  he  founded  his  firm,  Freebairn-Smith  & 
Crane,  in  1970,  providing  planning,  urban 
design  and  architecture  to  commercial  clients 
and  public  service  agencies,  also  consulting  on 
new  construction  and  renovations,  space  plan¬ 
ning,  interior  design,  site  planning  and  feasibili¬ 


ty  studies.  Patiently,  with  good  will  and  abun¬ 
dant  humor  he  has  been,  and  is,  important  liaison 
between  city  agencies  and  communities— not  just 
ours— earning  awards  from  many  organizations, 
including  San  Francisco  Beautiful  for  the  Vallejo 
Street  Stair  Gardens,  a  project  that  took  14  years 
to  complete.  Ask  for  a  report,  a  drawing,  a  pre¬ 
sentation  for  a  meeting  and  Rod  delivers.  For 
years  he  assembled  THD's  booth  at  the  North 
Beach  Fair,  hauling  it  piece-by-piece  from  stor¬ 
age  at  his  home.  A  new  prefab  booth  has  saved 
him  one  task,  soon  replaced  by  many  more. 

Rod's  the  first  to  single  out  for  recognition 
the  names  of  other  hard  working  THD'ers.  This 
time,  the  award  singles  out  Rod  as  the  Definitive 
Dedicated  Dweller. 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith  explains  the  Pioneer 
Park  Project 


PLEASE  RECYCLE  YOUR  SEMAPHORE  BY  DROPPING  IT  IN  THE  MAILBOX  AT  276  FRANCISCO. 
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Web  Site  www.overmire.com/thd. 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945),  a  long¬ 
time  THDer  and  former  officer  has  set  up  this 
exclusive  site  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 

Access  it  to  see  the  sensational  look  he  has 
created,  impressive  to  local  and  international 
browsers  alike.  Lend  him  photographs  and 
graphics  relevant  to  the  Hill  that  he  can  scan  in. 
Call  or  e-mail  information  about  upcoming 
meetings  in  the  neighborhood  and  at  City 
agencies,  and  ideas  and  concerns  you  want  the 
rest  of  us  to  know  about  between  Semaphores. 


David  Myrick’s  “San  Francisco’s 
Telegraph  Hill”  $125.00.  Net  proceeds 
will  be  donated  to  the  Bill  Bailey 
Cottage  project.  Call  255-6799 


Washington  Square 
Bar  <^Gr  ill. 


Up-to-date  News  of 
Telegraph  Hill! 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a  Friend  Up  as  a 
THD  Member  and  Receive  a 
Semaphore  Subscription 

Name: _ 

Street: _ _ _ 

City:  _ 

State:  _  Zip: _ 

Phone: _ 

Send  to: 

THD,  PO  Box  330159 
SF,  CA  94133 


1707  Powell  St.  San  Francisco, 94133  Ph.  982-8123 


or  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  8c  KAOAY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 
1415)  05S-5B59 

ee  KEARNY  ST.  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94108-5530  (415)  302-1431 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY’S  GARDEN  CARE 

WATERING  -  PRUNING  -  FEEDING  -  MAINTENANCE 


YOUR  INDOOR  PLANTS,  OUTDOOR  DECKS  AND  PATIO  GARDENS 
WILL  LOVE  MY  EXPERIENCED  TENDER  LOVING  CARE 


101  LOMBARD  STREET,  #21 5W 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  (415)  981-2540 
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GOOD  NEWS  FOR  THE  NORTH  BEACH  POOL 


By  Gentle  Blythe,  Tel  Hi  Neighborhood  Center 

In  the  year  2050,  a  senior  doing 
laps  and  a  child  getting  lifeguard 
certification  will  be  grateful  to 
many  people  in  the  North  Beach 
community.  Since  the  late  '80s 
we  have  heard  that  the  North 
Beach  Pool  is  sinking  and  needs 
to  be  rebuilt.  The  scope  of  work 
and  the  facts  about  what  is  need¬ 
ed  for  the  pool  have  changed 
over  time,  but  residents  have 
been  committed  to  keep  the 
pool  open  in  the  long  term,  and 
to  do  what  is  needed  now  to 
assure  it  does  not  become  inop¬ 
erable,  or  without  funding  in  the 
near  or  distant  future. 

Last  year,  Rec  &  Park  said 
the  best  way  to  address  the 
pool's  problems  would  be  to 


there  was  enough  money  banked 
to  complete  the  project  and 
promised  the  community  the 
pool  would  be  a  priority  in 
1997.  Then,  last  fall,  it  seemed 
as  though  years  ol  Park  and 
Open  Space  allocations  and 
community  advocacy  would  be 
lost.  Mayor  Brown  asked  Rec  & 
Park  to  find  the  money  to 
rebuild  the  closed  Martin  Luther 
King  Pool  by  this  spring.  Where 
would  they  find  the  money?  Rec 
&  Park  suggested  diverting 
funds  from  the  North  Beach 
Pool  and  numerous  other  fund¬ 
ed  projects  throughout  the  City. 
This  would  have  taken  $1,749 
million  from  the  North  Beach 
Pool  with  no  guarantee  of  ever 
being  re-iunded. 

With  a  bleak  forecast  ("the 


wants"),  a  few  of  us  set  out  to 
rescind  the  proposal.  We  testi¬ 
fied  at  the  Open  Space  meeting; 
we  spoke  with  Greg  Lyon  at 
Channel  4  News,  and  we  wrote 
letters  to  the  Mayor.  Less  than 
one  month  later,  we  heard  that 
the  Mayor's  staff  advised  Rec  & 
Park  to  restore  the  funding  for 
our  local  pool. 

The  North  Beach  Pool  now 
has  "Priority  1"  status.  Rec  & 
Park  staff  are  planning  to  show 
the  architectural  plans  to  the 
community  in  the  very  near 
iuture.  There  are  many  people 
to  thank  for  securing  the  future 
of  the  North  Beach  Pool.  I 
would  especially  like  to  note 
Barbara,  Jason,  and  Zach 
Keilmier,  Arthur  Chang,  the 
staff  of  the  North  Beach  Pool, 


keep  it  in  the  existing  structure 
and  rebuilt  the  inside.  They  said 

Mayor  gets 

what  the  Mayor  and  Nan  McGuire. 

The  Washington 

DANIELLE  CHAVANON 

Licensed  Realtor  Associate  Salesperson 

Square  Inn 

has  joined 

1660  Stockton  Street 

SOTHEBY’S 

San  Francisco 

International  Realty 

CA94133 

(415)981-4220 

Licensed  Real  Estate  Broket- 

2221  Filbert  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(  interim  location  ) 

Telephone:  (415)  202-7624 
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NEW  DOC'S  BY  THE  BAY 


A  Northpoint  resident  who  slipped  and  fell 
was  seen  immediately  in  the  office  of  a  new  local 
medical  center.  The  doctor  who  treated  him  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  a  house  call.  "We  want  to  get 
back  to  the  old  fashioned  practice  of  medicine," 
said  Dr.  Jordan  Shlain,  a  founder  of  Synapse 
Medical  Group,  located  at  1333  Battery  Street, 
across  from  the  Fog  City  Diner.  The  doctors, 
two  of  whom  reside  on  Telegraph  Hill,  will  visit 
people  too  sick  to  come  to  the  office.  Dr. 
Clifford  Sewell  said.  "I  recently  made  a  house 
call  to  an  82-year-old  gentleman  who  was  very 
surprised  to  see  me  carrying  the  old  doctor  bag." 

Synapse  Medical  Group  is  a  fee-for-service 
community  resource  for  general  medical  needs 
including  travel  immunizations,  pre-employ¬ 
ment  exams,  marriage  exams,  blood  testing, 
vaccinations,  cholesterol  screening,  minor  trau¬ 
ma  repair  and  housecalls.  A  lecture  series  is 
planned  to  cover  topics  like  healthy  living  and 
common  screening  tests,  such  as  prostate  and 


mammography.  Doctor  Honda  explains  why. 
"At  a  hospital,  physicians  are  required  to  attend 
Grand  Rounds,  a  weekly  lecture  highlighting 
new  therapies  and  research.  We  want  to  bring 
this  information  to  the  community  in  a  language 
that  people  can  understand."  Unlike  doctors  in 
the  managed  care  industry  who  are  often  restrict¬ 
ed  by  time  and  other  pressures.  Synapse  physi¬ 
cians  typically  spend  30-45  minutes  with  a 
patient.  Synapse  is  not  in  competition  with 
other  medical  clinics  or  hospitals.  Dr.  Shlain 
said;  it  is  intended  to  fill  a  niche  for  people  who 
seek  services  delivered  personably,  in  a  caring 
manner,  by  physicians  who  prioritize  education 
and  communication.  The  goal— making  patients 
partners  in  good  health. 

For  more  information  about  our  new  neighbor's 
hours ,  fees  and  sen  ices  call  Synapse  Medical 
Group  at  732-7029. 


MORE  WORD  FROM  THE  WEB  MASTER 


By  Peter  Overmire 

The  last  Semaphore  announced  the  establishment 
of  THD's  World  Wide  Web  Site:  http://www.over- 
mire.com/thd.  Now  we  can  communicate  farther. 
Also  nearer!  I've  set  up  an  email  mailing  list  to  get 
important  or  last-minute  announcements  out  much 
faster  than  the  post  office. 

Instead  of  depending  on  only  the  Semaphore  to  cal¬ 
endar  important  dates  (it's  a  quarterly,  and  unfore¬ 
seen  changes  can  transpire  between  issues),  mem¬ 
bers  with  email  addresses  can  receive  information 
at  any  time.  For  example,  notices  of  meetings— 
public  meetings,  like  the  Mayor's  event  that  took 
place  in  February.  Committee  meetings— both 


scheduled  and  special  get-togethers,  and  social 
events  like  general  membership  dinners  and  cock¬ 
tail  parties  when  dates  and  locations  aren't  known 
by  The  Semaphore's  press  time. 

To  participate,  send  a  message  to  <thd@over- 
mire.com>  Type  "Subscribe"  on  the  Subject  line  or 
in  the  message  body.  1  will  dispatch  messages  I 
receive  from  you  to  all  other  subscribers.  The  vol¬ 
ume  won't  be  high.  Your  email  address  will  NOT 
be  made  public;  to  protect  privacy,  the  system  uses 
bee's,  not  the  usual  email  broadcast.  For  more 
information,  email  the  above  number  or  call  me  at 
989-3945.  ■ 
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FIFTY  YEARS  ON  THE  SQUARE 


By  June  A.  Osterberg 

Fifty  years  on  Washington  Square! 
Congratulations  to  Joe  Jachetta  and  his  Parkview 
Beauty  Salon  on  their  Golden  Anniversary. 

Parkview  is  not  misnamed.  Joe  began  his  salon  in 
the  Palace  Theater  building  on  Powell  Street  in  1948. 
His  partner  at  the  start,  and  for  34  years,  was  Philip 
Calhoun.  Many  of  Joe's  customers  today  have  been 
with  him  from  the  beginning.  After  a  few  years, 
Parkview  moved  up  to  the  corner  of  Powell  and  Union, 
where  Joe  and  company  held  forth  for  3 1  years,  until 
steadily  increasing  rent  costs  forced  him  to  think  seri¬ 
ously  about  retirement.  There  was  widespread  conster¬ 
nation  that  this  valuable  neighborhood  resource  was 
going  under  because  of  rent  gouging. 

At  the  last  screaming  minute,  Dennis  Denlinger, 
popular  Parkview  hairdresser,  spotted  a  For  Rent  sign 
just  up  the  block  on  Union  Street— right  on  the  park- 
next  to  Mario's  Bohemian  Cigar  Store.  Joe  struck  a 
decent  deal  with  his  new  landlord  and  transplanted  his 
clubby  shop  for  the  second  time,  still  in  view  of 
Washington  Square.  This  happy  example  of  survival 
was  chronicled  in  the  June  1989  Semaphore,  under  the 
headline,  "The  One  That  Got  Away."  Many  Dwellers 
will  remember  that  there  was  a  disturbing  and  destruc¬ 
tive  boosting  in  commercial  rents  in  the  '80s  (and  still 
going  on  in  the  ’90s),  and  this  article  centered  on  the 
one  threatened  North  Beach  establishment  that  wasn't 
sacrificed  to  unbridled  greed. 

During  the  years  at  Powell  and  Union,  Rose  Pistola 
and  her  husband  operated  their  bar  a  couple  of  doors 
north,  later  to  become  famous  as  the  Washington  Square 
Bar  and  Grill.  Joe  did  Rose's  hair  in  those  days,  and  still 
does  today.  Fifty  years  with  the  same  hairdresser! 

Parenthetically,  Joe  helped  Rose  celebrate  her  90th 
birthday,  February  7,  at  the  celebrated  restaurant  bear¬ 
ing  her  name.  What  did  he  do  first?  He  did  her  hair, 
of  course.  Among  other  ladies  who  have  had  their  hair 
done  by  Joe  for  50  years  are  Inez  Belli,  Connie  Colani, 
Tillie  DiAquisto,  Louise  Demartini,  Norma  Lavarini, 
Gemma  Rossi  and  Josephine  Vangelisti.  As  may  be 


deduced  from  these  Italian  names,  Parkview  is  a  vigor¬ 
ous  outpost  of  the  Mediterranean  flavor  of  North 
Beach  that  existed  for  so  many  years,  and  not  merely  a 
remnant  of  a  time  long  past. 

Parkview  now  also  has  a  well-known  North  Beach 
barber  with  a  devoted  clientele  of  longstanding,  presid¬ 
ing  in  the  left  window  of  the  shop.  If  Tony  Balistreri 
cuts  your  hair,  you  get  to  sit  in  an  absolutely  wonderful 
chrome  and  leather  barber  chair.  Susan  Morrash  is  the 
lady  barber  at  Parkview,  and  she  also  has  a  faithful 
following. 

To  complete  the  picture  of  a  place  with  a  heart 
which  offers  an  essential  service,  Rosa  Crivello  is  on 
hand,  the  last  part  of  every  week,  to  do  women's  hair. 
Dennis  had  a  big  retirement  party  in  At  Bocca  restau¬ 
rant  a  while  back,  but  he  still  comes  in  part-time  to  take 
care  of  his  longtime  customers. 

Along  with  its  hair  services,  Parkview  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  place  to  leave  one's  clothing  for  cleaning. 

Joe  Jachetta  established  his  business  after  World 
War  II  Army  service.  He  was  one  of  several  local  ex-sol¬ 
diers  honored  at  a  ceremony  in  1955  with  a  medal 
inscribed,  "With  abiding  gratitude  for  your  role  in  the 
liberation  of  Jews  and  others  from  the  horrors  of  Nazi 
concentration  camps,  1933-1945." 

Joe  and  his  wife  Lucy  celebrated  their  50th  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary  last  year.  Joe  has  a  beautiful  tenor 
voice  and  has  sung  in  many  of  the  revues  done  from 
time  to  time  across  the  park  at  SS  Peter  and  Paul  church 
to  benefit  the  the  Salesian  Boys'  and  Girls'  Clubs.  Joe 
will  do  his  famous  Tevia,  singing  "If  I  Were  a  Rich 
Man",  when  the  talented  Salesian  kids  and  alumni  and 
friends  do  another  terrific  show  at  the  church  April  24- 
25-26  titled,  "Music  of  the  Century".  Joe  swears  it  is 
his  farewell  appearance  on  the  stage.  After  50  years  in 
business,  Joe  has  given  a  bit  of  thought  to  hanging  it 
up,  but  he  has  made  a  promise  to  his  charter  customers. 
He  has  told  the  ladies  that  he  won't  quit  as  long  as  they 
live,  and  he  lives.  Here's  hoping  that  quitting  day  is  a 
very  long  time  in  the  future.  Salute ,  Joe  Jachetta  and 
Parkview  people!  ■ 
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Port-Pourri 

Here  is  a  medley  of  recent  activities  concerning 
the  waterfront  monitored  by  Bob  Tibbits: 

ANOTHER  BANNER  YEAR  FOR 
THE  PORT 

Financial  results  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1997  were  impressive: 

Port  operating  revenues  of  $37.3  million 
increased  16%  year-over-year,  and  net  income 
surged  77%  to  $7.1  million,  the  best  performance 
since  fiscal  1987-88,  thanks  in  large  measure  to 
special  non-recurring  items. 

At  the  bottom  line,  cash  flow  available  to  ser¬ 
vice  revenue  bond  indebtedness  soared  to  $15.4 
million,  the  highest  level  since  the  1986  fiscal 
year,  and  double  the  level  of  only  four  short  years 
ago.  As  a  consequence,  coverage  of  annual  debt 
service  on  the  Port’s  $43.5  million  of  revenue 
bonds  climbed  to  2.68  times,  the  highest  in  12 
years!  This  creates  a  real  possibility  for  an 
“upgrading”  by  the  bond  rating  agencies,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ben  Kudnick,  Director  of  Administration, 
that  would  bode  well  for  future  financing  needs. 

Although  lease  rentals  improved,  fire 
Insurance  recoveries  of  $3.3  million,  a  one-time 
termination  fee  of  $1.3  million  from  Catellus 
Corporation  and  a  $1.0  million  settlement  with 
Red  &  White  Fleet  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  a 
13%  increase  in  the  commercial  and  industrial 
sector  which  constitutes  about  two-thirds  of  the 
Port’s  business.  Parking  fee  income  at  $3.7  mil¬ 
lion,  the  second  largest  contributor,  enjoyed  a  5% 
gain.  But  cargo  revenues  continued  in  decline  to 
less  than  $2  million  and  accounted  for  just  5%  of 
the  over-stated  total.  Operating  expenses  ratch¬ 
eted  up  $3.2  million  (including  wage  escalations 
of  $800,000);  however,  the  employee  count 
remained  virtually  unchanged  at  212. 


HALSTED  NAMED  TO  FERRY  BUILDING 
PANEL 

Former  Port  Commissioner  (1982-94)  and 
ex-THD  President  (1974-76)  Anne  Halsted  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Port  of  San  Francisco’s 
new  eight-  member  advisory  group  for  the  Ferry 
Building  Renovation  Project.  This  panel  is  the 
first  so-designated  to  provide  professional  exper¬ 
tise  and  community  imput  in  the  early  stage  eval¬ 
uation  of  Port  projects  as  called  for  in  the 
Waterfront  Land  Use  Plan.  Members  were 
selected  on  the  basis  of  experience  in  maritime 
trade,  retail  and  office  development,  historic 
preservation,  ferry  service  and  public  access. 
Other  panelists  include  representatives  from  the 
Foundation  for  San  Francisco’s  Architectural 
Heritage,  San  Francisco  Tomorrow  and  San 
Francisco  Beautiful. 

The  Port  is  circulating  Requests  for 
Proposals  to  completely  remodel  the  century-old 
Ferry  Building.  Such  an  undertaking  would 
entail  negotiating  early  terminations  under  30- 
year  leases  to  the  World  Trade  Club  on  the  third 
floor  (that  has  four  years  to  go)  and  with  the  law 
firm  of  Limbach  &  Limbach  on  the  second  floor 
that  expires  in  2006.  It  has  already  been  conced¬ 
ed  that  Port  staff  will  have  to  be  relocated  to  less 
expensive  space  on  Pier  One,  just  north  of  the 
Ferry  Building.  Requests  for  Proposals  to 
rehabilitate  that  decaying  finger  pier  for  mar¬ 
itime-related  office  use  have  already  been  sent 
out  to  prospective  developers.  For  the  first  time 
in  history  the  Port  will  be  paying  rent. 

FERRY  BUILDING  CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 

On  Monday,  July  13th,  the  Port  and  the  City 
will  officially  celebrate  the  100th  Anniversary  of 
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the  venerable  Ferry  Building.  This  steel-girded 
survivor  of  both  the  ‘06  and  ‘89  quakes  was 
completed  in  1898  as  the  Union  Depot  and 
Ferry  House.  It  originally  served  as  the  termi¬ 
nus  for  commuter  ferries  and  transcontinental 
rail  road  passengers  who  left  the  train  in 
Oakland  and  were  ferried  across  the  Bay.  After 
the  freeway  came  down  the  artless  alterations 
of  the  east  and  west  wings  in  the  1950’s  and 
early  1960’s  became  visually  startling  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  neo-classical  Beaux  Arts  architec¬ 
tural  style  of  the  original  building. 
Nonetheless,  it  is  one  of  the  earliest  designated 
City  Land-marks  and  is  also  listed  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

A  new  commemorative  reference  book  has 
been  commissioned  by  noted  local  historian 
Nancy  Olmsted  and  will  be  released  coincident 
with  the  anniversary  celebration.  Other  keep¬ 
sake  souvenir  items  will  be  for  sale,  of  course, 
including  a  new  line  of  sportswear  featuring 
the  Port’s  logo  (under  a  first-time  licensing 
arrangement)  making  its  debut  in  the  fashion 
world. 

Meanwhile,  construction  of  a  major  expan¬ 
sion  to  the  ferry  terminal  area  will  get  under¬ 
way  shortly.  New  breakwater  and  docking 
facilities  for  commuter  ferry  service  and 
excursion  vessels  will  be  installed  at  the 
perimeter  of  the  south  basin  behind  the 
Agricultural  Building.  There  will  also  be  pub¬ 
lic  promenades  on  the  north  and  east  sides  of 
the  Ferry  Building.  Fittingly,  a  new  concourse 
through  the  ground  level  of  the  building  will  be 
opened  up  to  restore  direct  public  access 
between  ferry  slips  and  the  Embarcadero  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  original  design  of  architect  A.  Page 
Brown. 


REVITALIZATION  OF  SOUTHERN 
WATERFRONT 

A  recent  article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
touted  ambitious  proposals  to  redevelop  the  three 
old  Union  Iron  Works  buildings  at  the  foot  of 
Twentieth  Street  at  Pier  70,  “where  the  last  large 
development  in  San  Francisco  is  going  to  occur.” 
Port  officials  expressed  caution  about  any  adap¬ 
tive  reuse  of  these  historic  structures  citing  the 
costly  environmental  cleanup  that  would  be 
required  of  any  prospective  developer.  There  is 
no  denying  the  reality  of  other  new  devel¬ 
opments  in  the  south  waterfront,  however:  the 
new  baseball  park  already  under  construction  at 
King  and  Third,  the  expansive  new  UCSF  cam¬ 
pus  and  research  facilities  planned  for  the  now- 
defunct  Mission  Bay  Project  further  south  and 
several  new  live-work  loft  developments  in  this 
formerly  industrial  area.  Pier  70  is  clearly  in  the 
path  of  revitalization  and  redevelopment  along 
this  section  of  the  waterfront. 

But  the  widely-criticized  big-box  Home 
Depot  store  at  Pier  80  appears  “dead  in  the 
water.”  In  1 996  it  had  been  proposed  as  an  “inter¬ 
im  use”,  but  roundly  challenged  at  the  time  by 
Mayor  Brown,  “No  way!”  Then,  in  a  classic  re¬ 
versal  of  form  a  year  later,  he  heralded  the  store 
project  for  all  the  new  jobs  it  would  create  in  the 
Bayview-Hunters  Point  District.  Recently,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Port  entered  into  a  terminal  manage¬ 
ment  agreement  with  Marine  Terminals  Corpora¬ 
tion  to  take  over  all  cargo  and  container  activities 
at  Pier  80.  Gone  are  the  $4.5  million  worth  of 
promised  improvements  to  the  pier  storage  facil¬ 
ities.  For  MTC  this  means  relocating  its  long¬ 
standing  newsprint  terminal  from  Pier  27  to  this 
facility.  Gone  are  the  last  remaining  cargo  vessels 
docking  along  the  Embarcadero.  ■ 
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THE  BEAR  FACTS 

By  June  A.  Osterberg 

The  very  informal  campaign  to  Repair  the  Bear 
continues  apace.  Contributions  are  still  going 
into  the  Jars  on  Bars  at  eight  businesses  around 
Washington  Square.  Before  the  holidays, 
Malvina's  put  a  Jar  on  its  Bar,  and  that  has  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  the  most  productive  locations. 
Please  notice  the  Bear  Jar  on  the  counter  when 
you  go  there  for  a  latte,  or  whatever. 

The  low-key  campaign  got  a  big  boost 
February  10  when  The  Independent  newspaper 
carried  a  story  about  the  vandalized  monument 
and  the  neighborhood's  efforts  to  get  the  bear 
repaired  and  restored  to  its  platform  behind  the 
pond  in  the  little  triangle  on  Columbus  Avenue 

WASHINGTON  SQUARE 

By  Herb  Kosovitz 

The  Committee  to  Illuminate  Washington 
Square  was  formed  in  1991.  In  1993  a  newly 
designed  lighting  scheme  was  inaugurated.  Since 
then,  increasing  problems  with  the  up-lighting  portion 
of  that  scheme  caused  lights  to  cease  function.  With 
the  invaluable  help  of  architect  Robert  Mittelstadt, 
and  Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman,  the  committee  has 
been  diligently  pursuing  the  matter.  Getting  the  play¬ 
ers  and  the  money  together  has  not  been  easy.  The 
committee  is  pleased  to  let  you  know  that  the  contract 
for  necessary  work  has  been  let,  and  the  work  has 
started.  If  the  rains  ever  let  up,  we  hope  to  see  the 
park  properly  lighted  again  soon. 

However,  our  job  is  not  done.  The  system  of 
up-lighting,  while  extremely  important  to  the  subtle 
enhancement  of  the  park's  lighting  scheme,  is  sensi¬ 
tive;  it  requires  continuing  maintenance.  We  will 
need  to  maintain  an  independent  contract  with  a  light- 


across  from  Washington  Square. 

A  North  Beach  native,  Charlene  Mori,  who 
has  the  antiques  and  collectibles  shop  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Columbus  and  Lombard,  responded  the 
same  day  that  Emily  Soares'  friendly  and  wel¬ 
come  Independent  article  hit  the  streets.  She 
said  her  family  grew  up  in  North  Beach  caring 
about  the  "walking  bear",  and  she  asked  to  have 
ajar  so  her  customers  could  contribute.  Done. 

Other  establishments  where  jars  to  benefit 
the  battered  bear  can  be  found  are:  Washington 
Square  Bar  and  Grill,  Little  City  Antipasti,  Rose 
Pistola  Restaurant,  Parkview  Beauty  Salon  (see 
story  in  this  issue),  Moose's  and  Da  Flora 
Restaurants.  Many  thanks  to  all  these  business¬ 
es  for  their  continuing  support  and  cooperation. 

PARK 

ing  firm  to  assure  continuing  efficiency  and  this,  of 
course,  will  require  funding.  We  believe  that  a  group 
known  as  "Friends  of  Washington  Square  Park" 
should  be  formed.  Washington  Square  is  the  heart  of 
our  neighborhood,  and  we  all  know  the  perils  that 
threaten  it-underground  garage  proposals,  poorly 
designed  and  inappropriately  placed  furnishings,  even 
the  threat  to  change  its  name.  The  "Friends..."  group 
could  be  guardians,  watchdogs,  enhancers,  fund  rais¬ 
ers,  and  so  forth. 

We  need  the  help  of  people  like  those  who 
have  so  sucessfully  organized  the  improvements  to 
Pioneer  Park.  We  need  enthusiasm,  talent,  and  we 
need  dollars.  The  funding  process  is  already  in  effect, 
and  you  can  send  your  contributions  now.  Make 
checks  payable  to  "Friends  of  Rec  and  Park", 
marked  for  "Committee  to  Illuminate  Washington 
Square",  and  mail  to  340  Chestnut  Street,  SF, 
94133.  ■ 
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TUESDAYS,  6:30  PM 

Dominic  Angerame  navigates 
the  first  fugitive  film  forum. 

An  international  award  winning 
experimental  filmmaker  with 
over  25  films  to  his  credit. 


A  Trip  to  the  Moon  is  a  nine  week 
course  of  studies  that  explores  the 
origins  of  cinema  and  provides  an 
in-depth  analysis  of  avant  garde 
filmmaking. 

This  course  screens  and  reviews: 

Dada,  surrealist,  German  Expressionist, 
Soviet  &  American  Avant  Garde  and 
Soviet  Montage  films.  View  some  of  the 
earliest  one-reelers  and  "flickers".  *185 

(415)  986-4607 


BANNAM  PLACE  THEATER 


lO-':  OFF:  North  Beach  residents  students  seniors 
FAF  TBA  THD  Media  Alliance  or  union  members 


5C  A  Bannam  Place  'between  union  &  Green  below  Grant'  in  North  Beach 
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ILLUSTRIOUS  NEIGHBOR 


By  Patricia  Cady 

Eliane  Lust  (pronounced  "Loost") 
is  an  international  conceit  pianist.  A 
reviewer  said  of  her,  "One  cannot  help 
but  be  moved  by  the  musical  vibrancy 
of  her  being."  A  Steinway  grand 
dominates  the  small  studio  on  Filbert 
Street  where  Ms.  Lust  teaches  master 
classes  when  she  is  not  performing  or 
teaching  in  other  cities.  The  studio's 
decor  inspired  this  visitor's  first 
thought  that  she  must  be  French.  She 
is,  and  admirably  carries  on 
the  mystery  of  that  culture's 
gift  for  creatively  transform¬ 
ing  space.  Her  students  are 
themselves  teachers,  accom¬ 
panists  and  concert  artists 
acquiring  depth  and  season¬ 
ing  to  advance  their  profes¬ 
sional  careers.  Each  must 
demonstrate  a  high  level  of 
competence  to  be  accepted  in 
the  class  where  they  learn 
that  technical  proficiency  is 
just  the  starting  place;  the 
goal,  the  genius  within  the  art,  lies  in 
fidelity  to  a  composer's  intent. 

Franz  Liszt  wrote,  "We  don’t  want 
to  know  how  hard  it  is,  the  country  of 
harmonic  sweetness."  The  listening 
audience  knows  when  a  performer  has 
arrived  in  that  country  and  the  joy  of 
exploring  it  together.  "Think  like  this," 
Eliane  tells  a  student  playing 
Schumann's  Dream  as,  with  her  hands, 
she  traces  curves  in  the  air.  "Cushion 
the  bass,  so  it's  not  pompous." 
Students  use  the  Steinway.  Nearby  is 
an  electric  piano  which  Eliane  packs 
up  and  takes  with  her  when  she  travels, 
using  earphones  in  hotel  rooms  to 
maintain  a  six  hour  daily  practice 
schedule.  In  the  studio,  it's  her  demon¬ 
stration  instrument. 

"When  it  is  well  done,"  she 
explains,  demonstrating  a  chord  for 


another  student,  "a  ritard  is  inevitable." 
Absolutely  right,  the  small  audience 
silently  concurs  as  if  we  understood  the 
lesson.  But  we  do,  rediscovering  our 
nature  to  discern  differences  between 
those  who  capably  play  instruments 
and  the  relatively  few  who  are  inspired 
musicians. 

I  was  interested  in  meeting  this 
world  class  artist  who  has  made  her 
home  in  North  Beach.  Bom  of  French 
ancestry,  she  was  raised  in  Belgium, 
then  on  Russian  Hill.  Her  grandfather 
was  a  former  City  Parks 
Commissioner  who  plant¬ 
ed  the  rhododendrons  on 
Lombard's  crooked  street; 
a  plaque  at  the  foot  of  the 
street  honors  him.  She 
‘grew  up  playing  tennis  at 
the  Alice  Marble  courts 
and  refining  a  precocious 
talent  that  brought  her, 
inevitably,  to  New  York. 

Ms.  Lust  studied 
with  Leonard  Shure,  for¬ 
mer  assistant  to  Artur 
Schnabel,  and  with  Gyorgy  Sebok,  and 
was  influenced  by  long  associations 
with  such  notable  artists  as  Richard 
Goode  and  Konrad  Wolff.  While 
strongly  rooted  in  the  formal  school  of 
piano  pedagogy,  which  has  included 
work  with  most  of  the  world's  promi¬ 
nent  pianists  and  piano  teachers,  her 
unusual  commitment  to  the  exploration 
of  very  modern  music  and  innovative 
programming  is  extraordinary,  even 
daring.  Contemporary  compositions 
are  as  prominent  in  her  repertoire  as 
traditional  masterpieces,  ranging  from 
Bach  to  Rzewski,  and  she  has  given 
numerous  premieres  of  works  by  mod¬ 
ern  composers. 

"Is  that  what  you  want?"  she  asks 
a  student  working  on  the  composition 
Perfect  Happiness.  The  question 
forces  a  decision.  Shall  it  be  my  will. 


the  student  must  ask  or,  like  Job  agree¬ 
ing  with  God,  shall  the  performer  agree 
with  Schumann?  The  instructor  is 
proud  of  the  fact  that  her  "line"  of 
teachers  goes  straight  back  to 
Beethoven,  and  she  is  no  less  compro¬ 
mising.  When  students  are  daunted  by 
the  prospect  of  lifelong  hard  work,  she 
reminds  them  that  her  coach  Konrad 
Wolff  did  not  make  his  New  York 
debut  as  a  performer  until  he  was  80. 

Leaving  New  York  soon  after  her 
photograph  appeared  in  the  New  York 
Times,  she  decided  to  make  her  home 
in  San  Francisco.  Here,  she  is  primary 
caregiver  for  her  grandmother,  and  she 
has  the  life  she  wants,  that  does  not 
necessarily  conform  to  the  expecta¬ 
tions  people  have  of  east  coast-based 
performers.  Traveling  at  least  a  third 
of  the  year  on  concert  and  teaching 
dates,  she  occasionally  returns  to  her 
family  home  in  Limousin,  France 
where,  she  says,  the  primary  sound  is 
birdsong.  On  a  recent  visit,  in  her 
honor  relatives  shot  fowl  for  the  dinner 
table;  it  is  necessary,  she  explains,  not 
to  swallow  the  lead.  Our  humorous 
informal  neighbor  in  sky-high  platform 
shoes  contrasts  with  the  beautifully 
gowned  scrupulous  performer  who 
reminds  that  her  last  name,  "Lust",  in 
German  means  "joy." 

On  Eliane  Lust's  first  CD 
Chamber  Works,  she  performs  with 
The  Alexander  String  Quartet.  The  CD 
is  available  at  Tower  Records  under  the 
title  "Ron  McFarland".  Visitors  are 
welcome  to  attend  the  master  classes 
she  conducts  every  other  Sunday  in  her 
studio  when  she  is  in  town.  It  is  a  very 
satisfying  experience  to  hear  chord-by¬ 
chord  rediscoveries  of  great  music;  stu¬ 
dents  benefit  by  performing  for  the 
small  audience  the  studio  can  accom¬ 
modate.  To  learn  the  master  class 
schedule,  call  986-7309.  A  recorded 
message  is  updated  monthly. 
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Dine  Out  For  25%  Less! 


A  Transmedia  Card 
Saves  Diners  Money 


m 


THD  does  not  support  coupon  schemes,  and  this  is 
not  one  of  them.  Dwellers  who  have  already  joined 
the  Transmedia  Network  report  they  are  very  satisfied 
with  the  benefits:  They  save  25%  on  food  and  bev¬ 
erages  at  participating  restaurants  that  include  local 
favorites  such  as  Enrico's,  Little  City,  and  Cypress 
Club.  No  coupons.  When  the  tab  comes,  they  pre¬ 
sent  their  Transmedia  Card  with  the  major  credit 
card  that's  linked  to  it.  The  25%  deduction  appears 
automatically  on  the  next  credit  card  billing. 

Because  THD  is  satisfied  that  Transmedia  is  a 
good  deal  for  people  who  like  to  eat  out,  we  are  intro¬ 
ducing  the  plan  to  those  who  may  wish  to  join. 
Transmedia  Network  Inc.  is  a  New  York  stock 
exchange  company,  in  business  since  1984.  It  selec¬ 
tively  issues  a  charge  card  (annual  membership  fee  of 
$29.95)  called  the  Transmedia  Card  which  is  good  at 
nearly  8,000  restaurants  worldwide.  Members 
receive  updated  directories  of  participating  restau¬ 
rants  every  8  weeks. 

Organizations  like  THD  receive  a  commission 
when  its  members  enroll.  Any  commission  we  make 
goes  directly  into  our  treasury  to  fund  local  projects. 
Decide  whether  the  money  you  will  save  at  restau¬ 
rants  this  year  likely  justifies  the  cost  of  enrollment. 
If  so,  both  you  and  THD  stand  to  profit  financially. 
To  enroll  and  receive  your  Transmedia  Card,  call  1- 
800-422-5090.  Give  the  THD  code  letters  TELG. 


THU  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Vbfet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
IS] 2  Stockton  Strwrf  (415)392-1700 


FRESH! 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415) 434-2248 
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PLANNING  &  ZONING  continued  from  page  8 


move  forward  with  its  plans  to 
demolish  the  1920  North  Beach 
Garage  at  735  Vallejo  Street  and 
replace  it  with  a  new  facility 
with  an  estimated  220-car 
capacity.  THD’s  attempts  (led 
by  Julie  Christensen)  to  work 
with  the  Dept,  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  and  the  City's  Bureau  of 
Architecture  to  improve  the 
design  to  make  it  more  compat¬ 
ible  with  the  surrounding  neigh¬ 
borhood  character  have  largely 
been  rebuffed  by  the  City.  In 
November,  the  City  Planning 
Commission  approved  a 
Conditional  Use  authorization 
for  the  project  and  in  December, 
the  Zoning  Administrator  issued 
a  variance  from  the  normal  set 
back  requirements.  Without  a 
variance,  the  North  Beach 
Neighborhood  Commercial 
District  requires  a  25%  rear  yard 
set  back  to  preserve  light  and  air 
and  views  from  adjacent  build¬ 
ings.  By  issuing  this  variance, 
the  Zoning  Administrator  allows 
the  City  to  build  its  own  garage 
upon  100%  of  the  parcel  which 
will  significantly  reduce  light 
and  air  to  over  30  low-income 
residential  hotel  units.  A  group 
of  neighbors  calling  themselves 
Snarled  Traffic  Obstructs 
Progress  ("STOP")  has  filed  a 
lawsuit  in  Superior  Court  chal¬ 
lenging  the  Planning 
Commission's  approval. 

"STOP"  also  appealed  the 
Zoning  Administrator's  decision 
to  the  S.F.  Board  of  Appeals.  In 


support  of  STOP'S  position, 
THD  and  North  Beach 
Neighbors  wrote  letters  to  the 
Board  of  Appeals  which  heard 
the  matter  February  4  and  voted 
to  uphold  the  Zoning 
Administrator's  variance  deci¬ 
sion. 

3.  St.  Francis  Rectory 
Building  (610  Vallejo/1301 
Grant).  A  request  for  a 
Conditional  Use  Permit  to  allow 
a  hotel  (bed  and  breakfast)  use 
in  this  location  has  been  filed 
together  with  a  request  for  a 
variance  to  reduce  the  number 
of  parking  places  required  under 
the  North  Beach  Neighborhood 
Commercial  District  ordinance 
from  8  parking  places  to  4.  We 
have  also  learned  that  the  build¬ 
ing  owner,  the  Archdiocese  of 
San  Francisco,  has  filed  papers 
to  have  the  lessee,  The  Hotel 
Group  of  America,  vacate  the 
premises  because  the  lessee  has 
allegedly  failed  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  its  lease  and  violat¬ 
ed  the  City's  Planning  and 
Building  Codes. 

4.  Cafe  Jacqueline/North 
Beach  Pizza  Expansion 
(Grant  Ave.).  North  Beach 
Pizza  still  intends  to  move  out 
of  its  current  location  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Grant  and  Union  into  the 
space  across  the  street  occupied 
by  Prudente,  Cafe  Jacqueline, 
and  the  two  storefronts  on  either 
side.  We  are  very  concerned 


about  losing  Cafe  Jacqueline 
and  about  the  consolidation  of 
the  existing  small  store-fronts 
into  a  large  one.  We  have  com¬ 
municated  our  concerns  to  the 
owner  of  North  Beach  Pizza  and 
have  indicated  that  THD  would 
oppose  the  Conditional  Use 
Permit  that  would  be  required  to 
consolidate  the  storefronts. 
THD  continues  to  encourage  the 
owner  to  find  another  location 
in  the  neighborhood. 

5.  2  Nobles  Alley  (corner  of 

Grant  Ave.).  We  have  been 
meeting  with  the  project  appli¬ 
cant  to  discuss  four  concerns 
about  the  proposed  project  to 
demolish  the  existing  cottage 
and  replace  it  with  a  3-story 
over  garage  residential  structure 
that  would  front  on  Grant 
(between  Union  and  Filbert): 

( 1 )  Proposed  replacement  struc¬ 
ture  does  not  include  ground 
floor  retail  unlike  all  of  other 
buildings  on  this  portion  of 
upper  Grant.  (2)  The  replace¬ 
ment  structure  is  almost  a  story 
higher  than  the  adjacent  build¬ 
ings.  (3)  Materials  proposed  for 
the  new  building  are  out  of  char¬ 
acter  with  its  neighbors.  (4) 
Loss  of  a  building  which  may 
qualify  as  a  historic  structure. 

OTHER  PROJECTS  AFFECT¬ 

ING  NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHARACTER 

1.  115  Telegraph  Hill  and 

continued  on  page  23 
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361-377  Filbert  (Filbert  Steps). 

In  November  the  City  issued, 
then  suspended,  a  demolition 
permit  for  this  large  condomini¬ 
um  project  on  the  Filbert  Street 
Steps.  Several  neighbors 
appealed  the  demolition  permit 
to  the  Board  of  Appeals.  It 
appears  that  the  project  appli¬ 
cant's  variance  and  1994 
Conditional  Use  Authorization 
may  have  expired. 

2.  391  Filbert  St.  (Filbert 
Steps  at  corner  of  Kearny). 

The  owner  of  the  property  has 
proposed  a  new  design  which  is 
a  great  improvement  over  the 
design  which  THD  initially 
opposed.  The  new  design  no 
longer  has  any  overhanging  bal¬ 
conies  over  the  Filbert  Steps  and 


is  much  more  in  keeping  with 
the  City's  Residential  Design 
Guidelines.  THD  is  continuing 
to  work  with  the  owner's  repre¬ 
sentative  to  work  out  issues 
regarding  a  variance  needed  for 
the  project. 

3.  1403-1405  Montgomery 

Street.  This  proposed  project 
would  merge  two  buildings  into 
one  and  replace  the  existing 
historic  wooden  facade  of  1403 
Montgomery  with  a  modern¬ 
looking  stucco  and  metal 
facade.  The  project  would  also 
remove  three  rental  units.  A 
neighbor  filed  a  formal  request 
for  Planning  Commission 
review  of  this  project.  THD 
supported  the  neighbors.  The 
Planning  Commission  rejected 
the  project  on  the 
basis  that  it  would 
result  in  the  loss 
of  housing  units. 
We  understand 
that  the  owner  of 
the  buildings  will 
appeal  the 

Planning 
Commission's 
decision  to  the 
Board  of  Appeals. 

4.  I  -  H  o  t  e  1  / 
Colombo 
Building  Project 
Update.  Since 
our  last  report,  the 
Friends  of  the 
Colombo  Building 


filed  a  lawsuit  against  City 
College  and  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  chal¬ 
lenging  City  College's  intention 
to  demolish  the  Colombo 
Building  and  replace  it  with  a  9 
story  building  for  the  new 
Chinatown/  North  Beach 
Campus.  A  settlement  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  without  any 
results. 

5.  1224-26  Kearny  Street.  A 

request  for  Discretionary 
Review,  filed  by  Mark  Jacobs, 
the  owner-resident  of  1230 
Kearny,  and  THD  member 
George  Rockrise,  was  heard  by 
the  Planning  Commission  on 
December  18.  Both  demolition 
of  the  small  turn-of-the-century 
wooden  building  and  new  con¬ 
struction  were  approved  by  the 
Planning  Commission  virtually 
unchanged.  THD's  concern  is 
that  the  top  floor  of  the  proposed 
building,  which  would  be  a  story 
higher  than  adjacent  buildings, 
is  inconsistent  with  the  City's 
Residential  Design  Guidelines 
and  should  have  been  removed 
or  reduced  in  size. 

6.  .  Miscellaneous 
Updates.  The  Board  of 
Appeals  heard  the  matter 
regarding  the  roof  top  addition 
project  at  406-410  Lombard  and 
ordered  that  the  stair  penthouse 
be  reduced  in  height  by  2.5  feet 
and  be  stepped  back  from  the 
street  by  4  feet.  ■ 


What 

San  Francisco 
Is  Coming  To. 


1652  Stockton  St.  San  Francisco.  Lunch  &  Dinner  Daily. 
Sunday  Brunch.  Reservations  989-7800. 
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PARKING  AND  TRAFFIC  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


Bv  Howard  Wong 

Our  lively  committee  meeting  on  January 
24  was  well  attended.  Members  are  welcome 
to  join  meetings,  usually  held  on  second 
Saturdays  at  1 1  AM.  in  the  comfortable 
ambiance  of  Little  City  Restaurant  at  Powell 
and  Union  Streets. 

Issues  we  discussed  included  THD's  oppo¬ 
sition  to  permanent  metal  signs  at  the  North 
Beach  police  station  reserving  street  parking 
for  police  vehicles  only.  DPT's  Tom  Folks 
confirmed  that  DPT  will  be  monitoring  white 
zones  for  proper  usage.  Consolidated  white 
zones  are  still  being  discussed.  DPT  installed 
a  new  traffic  sign  and  Powell  and  Union  to 
increase  safety;  as  it  is  very  subtle,  most  of  us 
had  not  noticed  it. 

New  electronic  signs  for  Telegraph  Hill 
Boulevard  are  being  manufactured  and  will 
be  installed  in  the  next  few  months. 
Regarding  a  proposed  new  crosswalk  at 
Pioneer  Park:  redesign  and  study  of  a  Light- 


Photo  by  Jerry  Hurtado 

Guard  warning  system  will  be  submitted  at 
the  next  City  ISCOT  review;  the  City  has 
concerns  about  visibility  at  the  shaip  turn  on 
Telegraph  Hill  Boulevard. 

Discussion  of  the  appeal  of  the  variance 
proposed  for  the  new  North  Beach  Garage 
concerned  how  it  will  affect  the  people  who 
live  in  adjacent  residence  hotels.  The  garage 
presently  operates  under  a  new  management 
contract. 


SPRINGTIME  AT  THE  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARY 


By  Jens  a  Woo,  Children's  Librarian 

Spring  is  just  around  the  corner,  and  so  is  a  new 
batch  of  programs  at  the  North  Beach  Library: 

Come  and  be  enchanted  by  storyteller  Clara 
Yen  as  she  tells  Chinese  folk  and  fairy  tales  on 
Tuesday,  April  7,  at  2:30  PM.  Ms.  Yen  is  the 
author  of  "Why  Rat  Comes  First:  A  Story  of  the 
Chinese  Zodiac,"  published  by  Children's  Book 
Press.  This  storytelling  program  will  be  featured 
as  part  of  the  public  library's  city-wide 
Multicultural  Festival  Celebration  Program.  It  is 
suitable  for  ages  5  and  up. 


Do  you  like  to  be  creative?  On  Wednesday, 
April  29,  at  3:45  PM,  join  us  in  making  art  from 
scrap  materials!  For  ages  6  and  up. 

The  ever-popular  Magic  Dan  returns  to  the 
library  on  Thursday,  May  14,  at  3:45  PM  with  a 
suitcase  filled  with  magic  tricks  and  some  funny 
jokes  to  tell,  too.  For  ages  5  and  up. 

In  addition  to  these  special  programs,  the 
library  has  a  regular  schedule  of  programs  for 
infants,  toddlers  and  preschoolers.  Contact  the 
library  staff  at  274-0270  for  more  information, 
or  stop  by  the  library  at  at  2000  Mason  Street  at 
Columbus. 
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SNAPSHOTS 


by  Jerry  Hurtado 


In  a  final  holiday 
fling,  Paul  and  Gail 
Switzer,  opened  their 
doors  to  neighbors  and 
friends.  With  a  little 
help  from  architect 
Rod  Freebairn-Smith, 
they  built  their  dream 
house  on  the  top  of 
Telegraph  Hill.  It’s 
perfect  for  entertaining 
and  conducting  semi¬ 
nars.  Paul  teaches 
statistics  and  earth 
sciences  at  Stanford. 
Gail  is  director  of 
PCC-Zonta,  a  school  for  disturbed  children  on  the 
Peninsula.  Paul  and  Gail  have  been  very  active 
members  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Their 
interest  in  the  neighborhood  got  them  seats  on  the 
parking  committee,  which  Paul  chaired  for  sever¬ 
al  years.  Paul  is  now  THD  treasurer.  They  are 
helping  to  raise  funds  for  the  Pioneer  Park 
improvement  project. 


Paul  and  Gail  Switzer  stand  at 
their  kitchen  window  beneath 
Coit  Tower. 


Nora  Quinn  arrived  from  Ireland  in  1947.  For 
the  first  five  years  she  traveled  and  lived  in 
the  Midwest,  New  York,  and  London.  In  1955, 
her  U.S.  citizenship  papers  in  hand,  she  arrived  in 
San  Francisco  settling  in  North  Beach.  Nora 
explained,  “It  was  the  time  of  the  Beatniks  so 
there  was  plenty  going  on,  but  I  knew  I  had  to 
improve  my  ability  to  make  a  living.  I  put  that 
first.  Two  years  later  I  graduated  from  Healds 
Business  College  where  I  excelled  in  English  and 
spelling.  I  thought  that  kind  of  funny  because  my 
first  language  was  really  Gaelic.  I  didn’t  speak 
English  until  I  was  12  years  old.” 

During  her  wild  and  crazy  days  Nora  and  her 


Nora  Quinn  at  O’Reilly’s  one  recent  Sunday  morning. 


close  friend,  retired  Chronicle  photojoumalist, 
Joe  Rosenthal,  cruised  North  Beach  and  all  the 
places  where  the  press  hung  out.  “We  knew 
everybody  in  town,  Nora  quipped,  I  even  inadver¬ 
tently  covered  some  great  San  Francisco  fire 
stories  with  him!  He  had  a  two-way  radio  in  the 
car  way  back  then,  and  he  would  get  emergency 
calls.  Go  here!  Go  there!  And  off  we’d  go.” 
Through  the  years  Nora  still  found  time  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  THD  activities  to  improve  the  hill,  while 
she  worked  as  a  legal  secretary.  Nora  recently 
retired  from  the  California  State  Attorney 
General’s  San  Francisco  office.  “It’s  been  fun  liv¬ 
ing  and  working  in  San  Francisco.  It’s  an  exciting 
city,  and  a  beautiful  one  with  all  those  trees.  I 
even  helped  plant  some  of  those  trees.  They’re 
doing  great!” 

Clyde  and  Shari  Steiner  started  the  new  year 
with  a  house  warming  at  their  new  digs  in  the 
Mission.  They  have  rented  out  their  Prescott  Alley 
bungalow,  but  they’ve  maintained  their  member¬ 
ship  in  THD.  Clyde  was  Semaphore  editor  for  5 
years.  It  was  while  Clyde  and  Shari  were 
co-authoring  “Steiners’  Complete  How  To  Move 
Handbook”  that  they  got  the  idea  to  relocate  to  a 
building  they  owned  in  the  Mission.  Clyde’s  com- 
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ment,  “We  loved  living  on  the 
hill,  but  as  our  publishing  busi¬ 
ness  grew  we  needed  more 
space.  We  haven’t  sold,  and 
we’ll  stay  in  touch!” 


Clyde  and  Shari  Steiner  in  front  of  their 
new  digs. 


For  years  Bob  Mathews  lived 
in  the  old  Walton  warehouse 
rooftop  premises  at  Sansome 
and  Filbert  Streets.  He  hosted 


some  memorable  THD  board 
meetings.  Few  at  the  time  knew 
Bob  Mathews  was  a  former 
Maryknoll  priest  in  Chile.  In 
1970  he  resigned  from 
Maryknoll  and  received  his  lai- 
cization  papers  from  Rome.  As 
Bob  puts  it,  “For  more  than  20 
years  I  had  little  or  nothing  to 
do  with  the  church.  1  lived  the 
life  of  an  active  single  man  - 
good  jobs,  travel,  the  best 
restaurants,  serious  romantic 
engagements,  you  name  it.  With 
all  of  this,  the  last  thing  I  would 
have  expected  to  be  doing  at  the 
age  of  65  is  asking  to  be  rein¬ 
stated  as  a  Catholic  priest!  All  I 
can  say  is  I  felt  a  powerful  call 
at  the  end  of  1991  -  a  call  as 
clear  to  me  as  the  one  I  felt 
before  I  joined  Maryknoll  in 


1957.  My  life  has  been  pointed 
in  the  direction  of  the  priesthood 
ever  since.”  Bob  expects  to  be 
reinstated  this  March.  He  is 
presently  assigned  to  St. 
Jarlath’s  Catholic  Church  in 
Oakland.  “Yeah,  I  have  contin¬ 
ued  my  membership  in  that  ster¬ 
ling  organization,  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers.  I  have  fond  mem¬ 
ories  of  my  involvement  with 
the  high-minded  and  high-spir¬ 
ited  members.” 

Bob  showed 
up  at  Mark 
Bittner’s  slide 
presentation 
on  the  local 
parrots  and  the 
Christmas 
party  at  Julius’ 

Castle_  Bob  Mathews  1 997 


Do  You  Have  Access  to  Access ? 

If  you're  knowledgeable  about  Access  or  other  database  programs,  we  could 
use  your  help!  Call  June  P'raps,  392-1187 


FUNDS  SECURED  TO  MOVE  BILL  BAILEY  S  COTTAGE 


The  local  drive  to  relocate 
the  Filbert  Street  cottage  was 
reported  in  the  last 
Semaphore.  There  is  good 
news.  David  Arndt  of  Arndt 
Construction  Company,  a 
North  Beach  business,  has 
generously  offered  to  donate 
his  company's  services;  he  will 


arrange  to  move  the  building 
at  no  charge. 

The  committee  is  working 
on  the  next  step--obtaining 
City  approvals  and  permits  so 
that  Jo  Cooper's  and  Tracy 
Kirkham's  gift  of  the  cottage 
will  be  accepted  by  the  City 
which  would  own  and  main¬ 


tain  it.  Upon  receipt  of  neces¬ 
sary  approvals  and  permits, 
David  Arndt  will  move  Bill's 
old  home  to  a  nearby  location 
close  to  Garfield  School  where 
it  will  be  used  as  a  student  sci¬ 
ence  center  and  also  display 
materials  relevant  to  Bill 
Bailey's  life  and  causes. 
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JULIUS 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco,  CA 
Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Boy 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  on  intimcle  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Trodition  since  1922 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  ll:3O-A:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00- 10:00  p.m. 


XJ1  motor  credit  cord*  occepted.  /  Valet  hortdng  /  Prtvole  Porltei  Welcome 


For  reservations  please  call  362-3042 


Neptune  Society 

*  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Since  1974 


Simple. . .  Affordable. . .  Personal. . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 


t 


; 
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SAN  FRANCISCO'S  SUPERIOR  COURT  SEEKS 
VOLUNTEERS  TO  SERVE  ON  THE  CIVIL  GRAND  JURY 


The  Civil  Grand  Jury  investigates  operations  of 
various  officers,  departments  and  agencies  of 
the  government  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  Members  serve  for  a  period  of  one 
year  from  July,  1998  through  June  1999.  If 
you’re  interested  in  participating,  and  can  attend 
Monday  evening  (plus  special  committee)  meet¬ 


ings,  request  an  application  and  details  of 
responsibilities  by  calling  the  Grand  Jury  Office 
at  415-551-3605.  Or  pick  up  an  application  M- 
F  SAM  to  5PM  at  the  Grand  Jury  Office,  400 
McAllister  Street,  Room  8.  Completed  applica¬ 
tions  must  be  received  by  5PM  Monday,  April 
13,  1998. 


CoitIIliquor 

THE  WINE  8c  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

On  Washington  Square 

AM  N tilt 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

mJ  Afar  Hours 

Fax  41  5/296-7825 

1031  Kearny  434-1308 

1  ■  8  0  0  -  2  5  1  -  C  O  1  T 

Here's  Another  of  Life's 


uIIle 


Rewards. 


Now  there's  a  little  cook  in  everyone. 


Sign  up  for  the  hottest  new  event  in 
North  Beach.  Join  Chef  Jeffery  Hicks  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  every  month  for 
"What's  Cooking"  classes.  Next  class  is 
March  21,  1-3  PM.  "Stuffed  Pastas- 
Whimsical  to  Traditional". 
Cooking  classes,  lunch 
and  wine  $25.  Call  now  434-2900. 


Monday  nights  are  "Jazz  at  Little  City". 
North  Beach  favorite  John  Coppola  and 
friends  jam  from  8:30-11:30  PM. 
Telegraph  Hill  Residents-mention  the 
Semaphore  and  receive  a  complimentary 
dessert  or  glass  of  wine  at  lunch  or  dinner. 


673  UNION  STREET  •  NORTH  BEACH  •  415-434-2900 


SUSHI 

on  North  Beach 


KATSU 


745  COLUMBUS  AVE.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(between  Mason  and  Powell,  Filbert  and  Greenwich) 
(415)  788-8050 
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MAGGIE  BAYLIS 


By  Maud  Hallin  and  Katherine  Koelsch  Kriken 


Maggie  didn't  like  big  parties,  but 
she  gave  advance  permission  for 
the  Celebration  of  Life  party  held 
in  her  honor  on  February  15. 
Friends  who  had  only  heard  about 
each  other  finally  got  together  to 
hear  the  stories  she  told  about 
them,  to  form  new  friendships 
and  continue  the  Maggie  web. 
Longtime  guardian  angel  of 
Telegraph  Hill,  she  passed  away 
at  her  Sonoma  home  last 
December  10.  She  brightened 
everything  she  touched-gardens, 
writing,  illustrating,  the  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Sonoma  League  for 
Historical  Preservation,  Sunset 
Magazine,  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers,  San  Francisco 
Beautiful,  the  Gray  Haired 
Brigade,  the  Bookworms  and, 
most  of  all,  her  many,  many 
friends. 

When  still  a  teenager,  she  left 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
where  she  was  an  architecture 
major  to  come  home  to  Tacoma, 
Washington,  and  support  her  fam¬ 
ily  during  the  Depression.  In 
1938  she  paid  $50  for  a  car  and 
headed  for  San  Francisco.  She 
landed  a  job  at  Moore  Dry  Dock 
Company  and  shared  an  apart¬ 
ment  at  25  Alta  Street  for  $25  per 
month.  A  volunteer  for  the  Fourth 
Fighter  Command,  Maggie  chris¬ 
tened  a  C-2  cargo  vessel-the  S.  S. 
West  Wind,  a  very  big  event  in 
her  young  life.  After  a  stint  in 
Hawaii,  she  returned  to  San 
Francisco  and  opened  a  graphics 
studio,  advertising  herself  as 
"hands  for  hire".  Renowned  land¬ 


scape  architect  Douglas  Baylis 
responded  to  her  ad,  hired  her, 
married  her,  and  moved  her  to  the 
top  of  a  fourth  floor  walk-up  in 
the  1200  block  of  Montgomery 
Street. 

In  1950  she  and  Doug  spent 
$5,000  for  an  old  shack  in  Gerke 
Alley  (noted  on  page  127  in 
David  Myrick's  book  on 
Telegraph  Hill).  Their  mutual 
ingenuity  transformed  the  place 
into  a  showcase  cottage  and  gar¬ 
den  where  they  entertained 
friends  and  colleagues  in  a  unique 
live/work  space.  Their  numerous 
environmental  design  projects 
included  Washington  Square,  as 
we  know  it  today.  After  Doug 
passed  away,  Maggie  donated  the 
Lombardy  poplars  surrounding 
the  Ben  Franklin  statue  in  his 
memory. 

Maggie  found  a  new  career 
writing  and  producing  over  a 
dozen  books.  Her  first,  "House 
Plants  for  the  Purple  Thumb"  sold 
over  half  a  million  copies  and  was 
translated  into  five  languages.  She 
had  wanted  to  title  a  book  about 
bread  making  "The  Bread  Also 
Rises",  but  her  publisher  who  also 
published  Hemingway's  books  had 
her  change  the  title  to  "Real 
Bread",  also  popular-and  so  was 
she,  with  a  marvelous  voice  and 
subtle  wit,  frequently  guesting  on 
radio/TV  talk  shows.  She  worked 
to  the  end,  giving  instructions  to  a 
friend  to  finish  her  last  manuscript, 
leaving  files  filled  with  marvelous 
drawings  and  ideas  for  a  children's 
cookbook. 


Maggie  served  on  many 
boards,  including  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  when  it  was  founded 
in  1954.  Active  in  THD  through 
the  eighties  until  she  left  the  Hill 
and  moved  to  Sonoma,  she  contin¬ 
ued  to  contribute  designs  for  The 
Semaphore's  covers  and  a  THD 
logo.  Her  raccoon  bandit  sketches 
were  the  best  thing  raccoons  had 
going  for  them.  She  rarely  said 
"no"  to  a  plea  for  help.  Midnight 
oil  was  her  eternal  flame  and  it 
burned  brightly  right  up  to  the  end 
when  she  lamented,  "I  just  don't 
have  time  to  die." 

Maggie  Baylis,  beautifully 
occupied  by  life,  gave  up  her 
earthly  pleasures,  managing  to  lift 
the  spirits  of  those  gathered  around 
her  on  her  last  day.  She  was  full  of 
gratitude  for  her  luck  to  be  among 
us,  and  to  depart  on  another  mys¬ 
tery  project  just  two  weeks  after 
her  85th  birthday. 

Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  to  pro¬ 
viding  stair  riser  tiles  at  Pioneer  Park , 
in  memory  of  Maggie  and  Doug 
Baylis,  may  do  so  by  sending  a  ( tax- 
deductible )  check  marked  "Baylis", 
payable  to  Friends  of  Recreation  and 
Park,  c/o  1308  Montgomery  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133. 


■ 
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‘My  Last  Ad’  •  JACK  ELWOOD  EARLY  1915-1997  •  By  Bob  mits 


He  was  a  charming  anomaly:  a  chain 
smoking,  newspaper-type  guy  with  a 
life-long  interest  in  nurturing  trees  and 
gardens.  Jack,  who  succumbed  to  lung  cancer 
December  30th,  wanted  his  tombstone  to  read 
like  the  header  of  this  obituary.  The  measure  of 
this  man,  who  was  short  in  stature  as  well  as  with 
words,  was  his  30-plus  years’  devotion  to  creating, 
planting  and  caring  for  the  park  that  bears  his 
name  on  Alcatraz  Heights,  an  Early-ism  for  the 
north  slope  of  Telegraph  Hill.  He  was  also  instru¬ 
mental  in  restoring  the  trees  in  front  of  North 
Point  Plaza,  planting  the  poplars  at  the  wall  at 
Montgomery  above  Green  Street  and  numerous 
other  quiet  endeavors  to  beautify  our  hill.  In  due 
respect,  THD  honored  him  as  a  “Good  Neighbor” 
in  1996. 

After  early  childhood  with  his  divorced  moth¬ 
er  in  Stockton,  he  moved  to  Sacramento,  where  he 
edited  the  high  school  newspaper  with  the  late 
Herb  Caen.  During  World  War  II  he  served  in  the 
Army  and  then  used  his  GI  Bill  benefits  to  attend 
the  University  of  Chicago  where  he  earned  a 
degree  in  commercial  advertising.  Jack  married  his 
second  wife  Louise  Gibson  from  St.  Louis  in 
1946.  They  came  west  for  his  first  job  with  Lane 
Publishing  Company  which  was  starting  up  a  new 
magazine  called  “Sunset”  appealing  to  the  postwar 
patio,  pool  and  gardening  set  of  California  subur¬ 
bia.  Jack  always  had  an  consuming  interest  in 
shrubs  and  trees  and  “probably  should  have  been 
a  nurseryman”  according  to  his 
surviving  older  brother  Clarence. 

Live  years  later  he  went  into  business  for  him¬ 
self  as  Early  Marketing  here  in  the  City  After 
Louise  died  from  cancer  he  moved  to  Pfeiffer 
Alley  where  he  began  cultivating  “the  biggest  lit¬ 
tle  park  in  town”  at  the  stub-end  of  the  alley 


across  Grant  and  was 
to  spend  the  rest  of 
his  years.  Some¬ 
where  along  the  way 
he  also  started  up 
“All  Year  Christmas 
Cheer”  sending  used 
holiday  greeting 
cards  to  some  400 
missionaries,  or¬ 
phanages,  hospitals 
and  schools  all  over 
the  world.  Every 
December  he  wrote  an  article  for  the  Placerville 
Mountain  Democrat  soliciting  used  cards  which 
he  then  distributed  at  his  own  considerable 
expense.  Cut-out  images  from  the  cards  were 
used  as  word  pictures  in  backward  educational 
environments.  His  annual  Christmas  letter  was 
also  an  appeal  to  “recycle”  cards  that  could  not  be 
truly  recycled  because  of  variations  in  inks  and 
paper  quality. 

Jack  Early  Park,  the  result  of  over  three 
decades  of  single-handed,  green-thumbed 
endeavors  and  lengthy  battles  with  rhe  condo¬ 
minium  developers  on  Francisco  Street  below  the 
site,  was  officially  dedicated  a  City  park  in  1987. 
He  took  particular  pride  in  the  fact  THD  helped 
him  get  the  condominium  association  to  take  full 
responsibility  for  the  park’s  ongoing  mainte¬ 
nance,  even  paying  for  rhe  bronze  plaque  that 
identifies  the  obscure  park  entrance  on  Grant. 

He  asked  that  his  ashes  be  buried  on  a  ranch 
near  Georgetown  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  foothills 
where  he  used  to  visit  with  his  brother.  Memorial 
contributions  to  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
would  seem  most  appropriate  for  our  wonderful, 
late  Good  Neighbor. 
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THD  Committees 

You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD's  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fel¬ 
low  Hill  Dwellers  to  improve 
life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Crime  Prevention.  Co-chairs 
Richard  Johnson,  445-9902. 
Nancy  Lenvin,  397-6424. 
Organizes  S.A.F.E.  neighbor¬ 
hood  watch  groups  and  works 
with  Police  Department  on 
local  crime  problems. 
Participates  in  Police 
Community  Relations. 

H.A.L.O.  Art  Chang,  331- 
9595  x  733.  Focuses  on  the 
History,  Art,  Landmarks  and 
Organizations  that  tell,  show, 
demonstrate  and  create  the 
story  of  our  neighborhood. 

N.I.C.E.  Dawne  Bernhardt, 
982-3314.  Creates  neighbor¬ 
hood  projects  that  Improve, 
Conserve,  Enhance  the  Hill. 
Work  parties  plant,  clean, 
beautify.  N.I.C.E.  Awards 
recognize  "People  Who  Make 
A  Difference." 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to 
take  emergency  disaster 
response  training  program 
sponsored  by  the  City. 


Need  You... 

Neighborhood  Liaison.  Sue 

Cauthen,  391-0737. 

Represents  THD  at  Coalition 
for  SF  Neighborhoods,  a  city¬ 
wide  organization  that  meets 
monthly  to  interact  with  other 
neighborhoods  to  discuss  com¬ 
mon  problems. 

Parking  and  Traffic.  Howard 
Wong,  982-5055.  Represents 
THD  before  City  agencies  on 
traffic  control,  curb  markings 
and  Muni  service,  cooperating 
with  other  neighborhood 
groups. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Its  goal  is  to  increase 
useability  of  the  Park's  open 
space  and  to  improve  accessi¬ 
bility  and  safety  through  plan¬ 
ning,  work  parties  and 
fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Co¬ 
chairs  Aaron  Peskin  986-7014 
and  Nancy  Shanahan  986- 
7070.  Monitors  and  reviews 
proposed  development  projects 
for  consistency  with  applicable 
city  ordinances.  Works  with 
Planning  Department  staff  and 
represents  THD  before  the 
Landmarks  Board,  Planning 
Commission,  Zoning 
Administrator  and  other  city 
bodies  to  protect  historic 
resources  and  maintain  neigh¬ 
borhood  character.  Provides 
members  with  opportunities  to 


leam  more  about  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  planning  and  zoning 

issues. 

Waterfront.  Bob  Tibbits,  986- 
7227.  Monitors  new  develop¬ 
ment  projects  for  commercial 
and  recreational  activities  as 
they  are  processed  by  the  Port 
Commission,  Planning 
Department  and  SF  Bay 
Conservation  and  Development 
Commission. 

Administration.  James 
Attwood  433-6118.  Works 
with  President  to  confirm 
organization's  compliance  with 
THD  bylaws. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  June  Fraps, 
392-1187.  As  prescribed  in 
bylaws  for  Financial  Secretary. 

Program.  Co-chairs  Billie 
Atlas,  433-1634;  Terry 
Bertrand,  981-3514.  Arranges 
social  events,  including  quar¬ 
terly  membership  meetings  and 
get-acquainted  social  functions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady, 
397-2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine 
for  THD  members. 
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N  RBMO  HOI11 


San  Francisco’s 

“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano.  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER.” 

Die  Women’s  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


Best  Kept  Secret 


♦  1906  Historic  Hotel 

♦  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  4  (415)  776-8688 
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THD  CALENDAR 

•  1st  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  April  4, 

May  2,  June  6.  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more 
information  call  391-9919. 

•  Monday,  March  16:  NERT  training  begins.  To  sign  up, 
call  558-3459 

•  Monday,  April  13:  General  Membership  Dinner  Meeting 
and  Election  of  Officers.  Watch  for  postcard  invitation. 

•  Saturday,  April  19,  City  Clean  Sweep  Day.  Meet  9:30 
AM  at  Washington  Square  across  from  the  church. 

Bring  gloves.  Potluck  lunch  follows. 

Monthly  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  &  Zoning :  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and 

location  986-7070. 

Parking  &  Traffic.  Second  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at 

Little  City  Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

N.l.C.E.  Committee.  First  Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and 

location.  982-3314. 

The  Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  Third 

Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and  location.  391-0737. 


